JANUARY 26, 2007

HOPE CABIN, RED RIVER: Two thousand seven came in finding Red River in a thirsty (dehydrated) condition. The upper Red River basin lies in a watershed, (West Texas) that traditionally receives very little rainfall, especially in the summer months. The upper arms of Red River have deprived Lake Texoma of much needed run off. Lake Tangelwood impounds much of the runoff that Mother Nature, in the past, sent down the Prairie Dog Town Fork of Red River to Lake Texoma. The Prairie Dog Town Fork heads near Canyon, Texas. Likewise, the Greenbelt Reservoir impounds water that, in the past, went down the Salt Fork of Red River to Lake Texoma. The Salt Fork heads near Conway, Texas. The North Fork of Red River is blessed — or no — with Altus Reservoir. The North Fork of Red River heads just east of Pampa, Texas. 

The, almost forgotten, "Trickle down theory" of monetary-politics, would apply aptly to the amount of water being released to go down Red River, from Lake Texoma, in two thousand six. What little trickled down did very little to keep Red River in a hydrated state and in a healthy condition.     
 
The middle Red River basin, Lake Texoma dam to Fulton, Arkansas, has experienced a severe drought for the past two years. Because of that fact, the tributaries running into Red River have offered very little in the way of water to Red River. What precious little water the streams supplied depended upon the barometric pressure. I observed Elwood Creek and other small feeder-streams become completely dry (no visible flow) during periods of high barometric pressure. During periods of low barometric pressure the small feeder streams resumed flowing. Although, the water they did offer Red River was very little because of the overall long-term drought.
 
And then the rains came! January, two thousand seven, is the second wettest months on record and with rain forecast for all of next week — the last week of January — it may wind up, the number one all time wet month. Today's water elevation (the feet above sea level where the water line is) at the Lake Texoma Dam is 616.02.  Six fifteen and ninety two hundredths is considered normal. 

What all this means, is — baring the Lake Texoma dam springing a leak — Red River can expect a more normal generating schedule this spring. That translates into better overall river conditions. Hopefully, the grass covered sandbars will disappear; if that happens, it will give the terns more suitable places to build their nests. 

Red River can expect to have more places where deep water resides close to sharp tapering sandbars ... at least a couple of feet high. Sandbar holes, I call them (Deep water close to sandbars tall enough so that generating water doesn't cover them) are what soft-shell turtles need for nesting habitat. Apalone mutica (smooth soft-shell turtle) is the species that Red River claims to have most of, although I see an occasional Apalone spinifera (with spines) a subspecies of the Apalone mutica.

All up and down the Red River valley reports of an abundance of winter wildlife is the norm. Eagle sightings are up from last winter and so are reports of ducks. I have seen more pintails than usual this winter. I have seen a marked reduction in feral hog numbers (thanks to the helicopter hog hunter) in my area of Red River. The terns' and turtles' nests will be safer come spring in my area of Red River. Tell the tern and turtles to guard their nest closely for raiding raccoons. Their populations are on the rise the length of Red River due to a lack of interest in trapping, caused by a weak fur market.
 
I hope to see you on the RED! Wildwood Dean
