WILDWOOD DEAN’S COUNTRY ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Today we’re gonna take up “dogwood hoops”

Most fishermen don’t go to the trouble of finding dogwood, gathering it and curing it to build net hoops with. Most of the time net tiers settle for willow to make their net hoops with. 

Willow has several drawbacks when it comes to net hoops. First it is lightweight, even after it became water-logged and it rots rather fast. 

Dogwood net hoops are heavy and hold to the river bottom better than willow hoops and will last several years.

Willow hoops, because of the nature of willow, always makes perfectly round hoops. Probably giving rise to the popularity of the term “barrel nets.” They were pleasing to the eye and make pretty nets but in swift water a net hoped with willow hoops will roll around a lot and jittery old flatheads won’t put up with that. They will swim off looking for a better log in which to nest.
Dogwood hoops, by their nature, wind up looking like the letter D. The flat side on the hoop causes the net to set perfectly still on the stream bottom … in go the flatheads … a perfect nest, they think.   
