WILDWOOD DEAN’S COUNTRY ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Today we’re gonna take up “Chicken Roost-Poles.”

Along the banks of Red River are a lot of cedar thickets and many times the slender poles are 15 or 20 feet tall, an inch to two in diameter, and have hardly a branch on them, except for the very top.

Your, chickens need cedar poles to roost on because the smell of cedar puts the chicken mites on the run … good riddance. The chickens will enjoy being mite free.    
The best time to gather cedar poles is in the fall. During the fall of the year the bark peels easily. I like to gather a bundle of them and take them to Red River where I can fish and peel the bark off of them. When you have enough cedar poles peeled to replace all the old ones on your chicken roost, you are ready to do your chickens their favor. 

The best time to do this is when you are culling the laying hens. 
Wait until the chickens go to roost and then take your coal-oil lantern and go to the chicken house. Lift the sleepy chickens off their roost poles and move them around until you have one of the old roost poles clear of chickens. Now replace it with a new cedar pole. Now you can gently pick up some of the chickens and put them on the new pole until you have another old pole clear of chickens.  

When you pick up a laying hen to move her to a new cedar pole, cull her. Hens have bones on either side of the place where the eggs come out and if your three fingers will fit in between her “laying bones” she is a good layer. If a hen can’t accept your three middle fingers put her into a coup for chicken and dumplings. 
