WILDWOOD DEAN’S COUNTRY ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Today we’re gonna take up “Bois ‘d arc.”

The fast growing bois ‘d arc trees found in Red River bottom are ideal for fence post. Sometimes if there wasn’t anything else to make money doing, Dad would take me with him and we would go to the river bottom and split fence post. 

The perfect size tree is one about 6 inches in diameter and at least 8 feet to the first limb. Bois ‘d arc has a lot of milky sap and it gums up the teeth in a cross-cut saw real fast. The best way to cut a bois ‘d arc tree is with a double bit ax, which is sharp enough to shave with.

After you chop the tree down start a steel wedge in the end of the log, right in the middle. You will need a mall to do that with. Drive the steel wedge until it is flush with the log. Now examine the log and find a hairline crack that is starting to open from the force of the wedge. 
Cut a foot long piece of bois ‘d arc from a limb that is about the size of a man’s wrist and taper the end into a point with the sharp ax. Drive the bois ‘d arc wedge into the hairline crack. When the steel wedges becomes free start it ahead of the wood wedge. Continue the process until the log splits in half. Split each half the same way. 

Now you have 4 fence posts that you can sell. You should be able to get 25 cents a piece for them and if you are work agile and work long hours you can make around $5.00 a day.             

